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Global Agriculture and Food Systems 
Symposium 2025: The Future of 
Livestock in Global Food Systems 
The future role of livestock in global food systems is a hotly contested topic. On the one 
hand, the growth of livestock production globally, and the scale of associated land and 
other resource use, contribute to global climate and nature challenges. On the other hand, 
livestock production, and consumption of livestock-sourced foods, make significant 
contributions to lives and livelihoods globally. 

The 2025 symposium will highlight the work of the Division of Global Agriculture and Food 
Systems at the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, other staff and students of the 
School, and our partners globally, in addressing these challenges. The Symposium will 
explore livestock’s role in nutrition and health, nature and climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, and in livelihoods and a just transition, in a range of contexts. 
 
Posters welcome – see website.  
 
Friday 25 April  
 09:00 - 16:10 followed by a reception until 18:00 
William Dick Building, the University of Edinburgh's Easter Bush Campus, Roslin, EH25 9RG 

https://vet.ed.ac.uk/global-agriculture-food-systems/events/symposium-2025


 

Agenda 
TIME DESCRIPTION LOCATION 

09:00 Registration William Dick 
Building 

09:30-9:40 Welcome G.01 

09.40-11.00 

Session I – Role of livestock in nutrition and health 
 

• Jacqueline Tereza da Silva – Temporal trends in meat consumption 
and burden of diseases in Brazil 

• Lindsay Jaacks – Human health co-benefits and trade-offs for 
transitioning to plant-forward diets 
 
Table Discussion and feedback 

G.01 

11.00 Break Atrium 

11.30-13.00 

Session II - Role of livestock in nature and climate 
mitigation/adaptation 
 

• Philip Thornton – Climate and livestock in Africa: future transitions 
• Alfy Gathorne-Hardy – Which meat is good for biodiversity? A 

European perspective 
• Masoud Ghaderi-Zefreh – Advances in livestock science and 

technologies can improve prediction of climate change solutions 
 
Table Discussion and feedback 

G.01 

13.00 Lunch and poster ‘bus stop’ viewing Atrium 

14.30-16.00 

Session III – Role of livestock in livelihoods/Just transition 
 

• Isabelle Baltenweck – Livestock and livelihoods 
• Mariana Hase Ueta – Is Precision Fermentation a Farmers' Thing? 

Integrating Dutch Dairy Farmers' Perspectives in Just Transitions 
• Mizeck Chagunda – Technological opportunities to enhance the role 

of livestock in supporting livelihoods 
 
Table Discussion and feedback 

G.01 

16.00-16.10 Closing remarks G.01 

 



 

 

Speaker profiles 
Jacqueline Tereza da Silva 
PhD Candidate in Agriculture and Food Security, Division of 
Global Agriculture and Food Systems, Royal (Dick) School of 
Veterinary Studies 

Jacqueline is a Public Health Nutritionist interested in promoting healthy, 
equitable and sustainable diets for everyone. Her PhD in the Division of 
Global Agriculture and Food Systems explored the social implications of 
dietary transitions and sustainable livestock intensification in Brazil. She 
is a nutrition expert for analysis of food consumption data at the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 

Lindsay Jaacks 
Personal Chair of Global Health and Nutrition, Division of Global 
Agriculture and Food Systems, Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary 
Studies 

Lindsay Jaacks holds a Personal Chair of Global Health and Nutrition at the 
University of Edinburgh. Prior to moving to Scotland, she was on the faculty 
at the Harvard School of Public Health. Formally trained in biology, 
nutrition and epidemiology, her research aims to understand the human 
health co-benefits of sustainable food transitions. 
 

Philip Thornton 
Research and Innovation Strategist with Clim-Eat 

Philip was latterly flagship leader for the CGIAR Research Program on Climate 
Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS).  He is an Emeritus Fellow, 
International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), Kenya; an Honorary Professor 
in the School of Geosciences, and RDSVS, University of Edinburgh; Visiting 
Professor, Food Systems and Global Change, Cornell University, and a member 
of the Division of Global Agriculture and Food Systems Strategic Advisory Group. 

 



 

Alfy Gathorne-Hardy 
Senior Lecturer in Sustainable Resource Use, School of 
Geosciences, University of Edinburgh and the Division of Global 
Agriculture and Food Systems, Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary 
Studies, University of Edinburgh 

Alfy’s career has spanned academia, consultancy, parliament and 
government including a secondment to Defra to develop the Government’s 
Bioenergy Sustainability Criteria. Alfy’s academic research examines the 
interactions and trade-offs between different players in socio-ecological 
systems. 

 
Masoud Ghaderi-Zefreh 
Core scientist, Genetics and Genomics Division, The Roslin 
Institute, Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies 

Masoud is a mathematician and quantitative geneticist. His 
research has been focusing on developing mathematical models 
and computational methods to measure and improve resilience in 
livestock. 

 

Isabelle Baltenweck 
Program Leader (interim): People Policies and Institutions, 
International Livestock Research Institute 

Isabelle is a development economist with twenty years of post-
doctoral experience in agricultural systems in Africa, South and 
South-East Asia, with a focus on livestock value chains. She is a 
Visiting Professor in Global Agriculture and Food Systems. 

 

  



 

Mariana Hase Ueta 
Postdoctoral Researcher, Wageningen University 

Mariana Hase Ueta is a Postdoctoral Researcher at Wageningen 
University and Research, developing interdisciplinary work at 
the intersection of food sociology, sustainable diets, and 
emerging technologies. Over the last years, she has been 
investigating the process through which Cellular Agriculture and 
Precision Fermentation technologies can become food and be 
embedded in society. 

 
 

Mizeck Chagunda 
Director of the Centre for Tropical Livestock Genetics and 
Health (CTLGH) and Chair of Tropical Livestock Genetics, 
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies 
 
Mizeck is an animal breeding and quantitative genetics 
expert who has pioneered research on developing innovative 
techniques for quantifying, measuring, and defining phenotypes 
for difficult-to-measure traits related to disease resistance, 
adaptation, resilience and enteric methane emissions, and 
explored the role of these phenotypes in genetic improvement of 
livestock.  



 

Contact us 
NAME EMAIL TELEPHONE 

Global Agriculture & Food 
Systems 

globalagriculture@ed.ac.uk 0131 650 6095 

 
 

Global Agriculture and Food Systems 
Charnock Bradley Building 
The Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies 
Easter Bush Campus 
Midlothian 
EH25 9RG 
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Getting here 
Travelling by Car 
If you are travelling by car, parking is available behind the Veterinary Teaching building. 
Please report to reception to sign in your vehicle. 

Travelling By Bus 
Lothian Buses including the 15, 37 and 47B serve the Easter Bush Campus directly from 
Edinburgh city centre. 

Travelling by Bike 
It takes approximately 35 minutes to cycle to the Easter Bush Campus from central 
Edinburgh, cycling at a moderate speed. 

General open-access bike racks are available on the Easter Bush Campus at both 
entrances of the Veterinary Teaching Building 
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